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SUBIECT: Relative Importance of Information ss a Function of Angle
from Nedir

' | | 25X1
REFERENCE: Memorandum to PIC/D-181/59, dated 22 Dee. 1959

1. In clarification of referenced memorandum, it is bably useful
to expinin in greater detuil vhat was stated in paregraph 4, the draft of
the reference which listed numbers of targets in melation to the fifght
line by degree of angle, It would seem that & slgnificant number of impor-
tant targets were found or fdentified beyond 50° from the vertieal, Statise
tically the results of our study present a false importance of the high
obligue targets in the sense of exploitation. Theas targets vere detectable
&4 such only with the aid of collateml intelliigence and were resolved only
at the threshhold of recognition. The character of the tergets in this
category were in general either high contrast large airfielde or other
unique geometric shape or the large city area type. Only the grossest detail |
could be deseribed from the photographie imege. While this informstion is
important, it still requires that for any real intelligence readout, the i
targets ldentified from such distance and resolution be coversd subsequently |

- on the near vertical. '

. o
2. Plaming for nev systems should not be unduly influenced by the |
apparent, statistieslly veluable, recognition of high oblique targeta. This 1
is especially true vhen systems such as L17L will produce the same {infor-

mation on & large arem basis. We will stillrneed the shavp eye of the

directed aystem at high resolution to produce the needed oSWers.

3. In summary, directed reconnmissance will produce good to superior
intelligence vhen scanning up to 459 from the nadir. At angles between 300
and 100 from the nadir the resolution is less than good due to atrospherie
haze, ete, Maximm distortions occur here due to rerepective and the defilade
because of the obligque angle. These Preclude precise intelligence analysis.
10° to 20° from the nadfyr the definition end resclution hold godd but the
oblique angle requires eareful handling and rectification before extensive
analysis can be made; vhereas less than 10° the definition and clarity and
geometry is such that it yields intelligence data of the highest quality.

ARTHUR ¢, LUNDAHL
Director
Faotographic Intelligence Center

Distribution: 0 & 1 - Addressee ,
1 - D/PIC subject file 1 - D/PIC chrono

25X1
‘ (25 Jan 60) Y i kLR |
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/11/06 : CIA-RDP78B05702A000100060069-8




